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Biographical Data, Bennet Bronson, 2015 


Dr. Bennet Bronson specializes in Chinese-American history and in the development of 
human cultures in East and Southeast Asia. He was involved for many years in 
archaeological and ethnographic work in Asia, combined with research on the Asian 
collections of museums in the U.S. For the last decade he has focused on the history of 
Chinese in the Midwest and the Pacific Northwest. Working with Dr. Chuimei Ho, he 
has visited, studied, and photographed the Chinese American collections of most of the 
relevant museums and archives on the West Coast as well as a number of the more 
important museum-like institutions in southern China. He has also become acquainted 
with members of many traditional Chinese organizations in the western U.S. and 
Canada. 

Born in Connecticut, Ben graduated from Harvard University in 1960 and received a 
Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of Pennsylvania in 1976. From 1971 to 2008, 
he was Curator of Asian Archaeology and Ethnology at Chicago’s Field Museum. From 
1988 to 2007, he was also Adjunct Professor in the Anthropology Department of the 
University of Illinois at Chicago. 

Since 2000, he has published a number of articles and five books on China-related 
topics. One of the books is a multi-authored volume, Pearls: A Natural History (Abrams, 
2001). With Chuimei Ho, he is coauthor of Splendors of the Forbidden City: The 
Glorious Age of Qianlong (Merrell, 2004), Chinatown in Chicago (CAMOC, 2011), 
Coming Home in Gold Brocade: Chinese in Early Northwest America (CINARC 2015), 
and by December of this year, The Three Oldest and Best Chinese Temples in 
California (also CINARC 2015), He has been co-editor and webmaster of two important 
websites focused on Chinese American history, www.ccamuseum.org , from 2004 to 
2008, and www.cinarc.org, from 2008 to the present. 


